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In the mid-20th century, the former emblem of the Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong
(BarwoHK) embodied its core values through two iconic elements: a central traditional bronze gong
symbolized the organization’s authoritative voice resonating throughout the industry, while the
interlocked hands above represented the solidarity among Cantonese Opera practitioners.

When BarwoHK attained charitable status in 2009, it commissioned award-winning Hong Kong
designer Mr. Alan Chan Yu Chien to redesign the emblem. The new emblem gave BarwoHK a fresh,
modern look while reflecting its vision.

The current emblem blends classic Cantonese Opera motifs with Barwo’s history. Its flowing,
intertwined lines capture the artistry of face paint and the graceful movement of water sleeves, while
subtly integrating the character “ j\” (eight) to honor Barwo’s eight founding branches.

These interconnected, outward-radiating curves visually articulate BarwoHK’s commitment to two key
principles: maintaining tight-knit bonding among members and with the community while actively
fostering cultural exchange. This harmonious blend of tradition and innovation heralds a
transformative chapter for the century-old institution.
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Words from the Chairman

In the mid-20th century, eight years after the end of the Second World War, Hong Kong was still grappling with
economic and social challenges. It was during this time that a group of visionary and passionate Cantonese Opera
artists—including Sit Kok Sin, Ma Si Tsang, Au Yeung Kim, Ban Yat On, Sun Ma Si Tsang, Fong Yim Fun, Yam
Kim Fai, Pak Suet Sin, Yu Lai Chun, Leung Chi Bok, Wong Yin, and others—gathered to propose the founding of
the Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong (BarwoHK). The Association’s constitution clearly stated its mission:
to promote Cantonese Opera and traditional Chinese culture to the public. On the cover of this program, you will see
the original emblem of the BarwoHK: the ringing bronze bell symbolized hope for the future of Cantonese Opera,

while the clasped hands represented unity and collaboration within the industry.

BarwoHK has always gone beyond promoting the art form and safeguarding the rights of its members—it has
also remained deeply committed to society. In the past, BarwoHK established elderly homes and Primary School,
and organized charity performances to raise funds for disaster relief in Hong Kong, South China, East China,
Sichuan, Taiwan, and South Asia. It has also collaborated with numerous charitable organizations, using its
professional expertise to give back to the community.

Thanks to the solidarity and leadership of our predecessors, Cantonese Opera has flourished in Hong Kong.
Rich in cultural heritage, aesthetics, and moral values, it has become a vital and unique source of spiritual
nourishment for the people of Hong Kong. Whether in rural bamboo theatres, bustling city playhouses, or on radio,
film, and television, the sounds of gongs and drums and the elegance of opera stars have long been part of our
cultural landscape. In 2009, Cantonese Opera was inscribed on UNESCOQO’s Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity, affirming its global importance.

Though times have changed, the charm and significance of Cantonese Opera remain undiminished. In 2008,
BarwoHK was officially registered as a charitable organization. A new emblem was designed to reflect our renewed
energy and aspirations: colorful lines evoke the spirit of traditional opera masks, while the Chinese character for
“eight” pays tribute to the unity of the eight original halls of the Association founded 130 years ago in Guangzhou.
The interwoven lines also symbolize our hope to connect and grow with all sectors of society.

In July 2023, the 40th Board of Directors of the Association took office. In addition to experienced Cantonese
Opera professionals, the new committee welcomed a number of young and talented individuals who bring with them
knowledge, energy, and a forward-looking mindset to further advance BarwoHK’s mission -

We have always upheld the principle of uniting the industry and caring for our members. In January 2024, a
Special General Meeting was convened to revise the membership and annual fee regulations, aiming to attract more
practitioners to join our family through a more proactive and structured approach. With the support of our members,
the motion was passed, and our membership has now exceeded 960. In March 2024, the Association signed a
memorandum of cooperation with the Hong Kong Chiu Chow Merchants Mutual Assistance Society Ltd., allowing
members to enjoy discounted medical services. In January 2024, we also reached an agreement with Tung Wah
Group of Hospitals to provide an additional 100 columbarium niches for our departed seniors. Meanwhile, the
“Sports Day” initiative, which had been suspended due to the pandemic, resumed in June 2024 and has already held
ten sessions, offering wellness activities and health information for our senior members.
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Staying true to our roots, BarwoHK continues to organize traditional events such as the Spring Ancestral Rites,
Sprint Luncheon, Year-End Welfare Distribution, Free Medical Consultation, Disbursement of the Yam-Pak
Foundation, and the Wah-kwong Festival performances and banquet. Notably, in January 2024, over 130 committee
members, members, and opera fans joined a cultural exchange tour to Guangzhou and Foshan, visiting the
Guangdong Barwo, the Hung Sin Nui Art Centre, and the Foshan Cantonese Opera Troupe—strengthening ties and
opening new opportunities for collaboration between the Cantonese Opera communities of Hong Kong and the
Mainland.

Safeguarding the interests of the industry is also our responsibility. Last year, transportation issues at government
venues posed potential disruptions to opera troupes. BarwoHK promptly intervened and successfully resolved the
matter. Upon learning that a Mainland troupe was performing sacred operas in Hong Kong, potentially affecting the
livelihoods of local practitioners, we immediately issued formal letters to relevant government departments and met

with officials in May 2025 to express our concerns.

BarwoHK remains steadfast in its commitment to artistic heritage. The “Yau Ma Tei Theatre Venue Partnership
Scheme — Cantonese Opera Young Talent Showcase” has entered its 14th year, nurturing countless emerging
performers. In the 2024-25 season, nearly 120 young artists, under the guidance of dedicated artistic directors,
presented nearly 30 productions across 90 performances, drawing over 23,000 audience members. In the coming two
seasons, the program will be further enhanced: selected performances will feature veteran artists sharing the stage
with young talents, passing on not only their skills in singing, acting, and martial arts, but also their artistic integrity
and the spirit of Cantonese Opera. A more comprehensive and strategic training plan will also be introduced to shape
the next generation of Cantonese Opera successors.

The Cantonese Opera Academy of Hong Kong continues its mission of nurturing young talent. Now in its 17th
year (2025-26), the Youth Cantonese Opera Training Program will hold its showcase performance on August 9 at Ko
Shan Theatre, featuring four captivating excerpts. The Academy also actively brings Cantonese Opera into schools
and communities. In 2024-25, we organized courses and guided activities for institutions such as the Hong Kong
Academy for Gifted Education, the Vocational Training Council, Po Leung Kuk Primary School, HKUAA Primary
School, and Po On Commercial Association Wong Siu Ching Secondary School, reaching over 5,000 young
participants. In 2024, the Academy also established a Curriculum Development Committee to further enhance its

educational offerings.

To promote Cantonese Opera to the wider public, BarwoHK continues to present high-quality performances. In
October 2024, at the invitation of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, veteran and emerging artists will
join hands at Sha Tin Town Hall to present “Cantonese Opera in the Civil and Traditions,” featuring two full-length
classics: The Legend of Purple Hairpin and Thunderous Battle Drums. The six lead roles will be performed in
succession by seasoned and young actors, symbolizing the passing of the torch. On July 22 and 23 this year,
BarwoHK will also present a fundraising program titled Pear Garden Convergence: A Tribute to Cantonese Opera at
the Grand Theatre of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre, featuring the classic The Prime Minister of Six Kingdoms
and other selected excerpts—a glittering celebration for opera lovers.
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We also recognize the importance of collaboration and synergy. The Association is actively expanding cross-sector
partnerships, working with institutions such as the Hong Kong Metropolitan University, the Education Bureau, the
Vocational Training Council, Tung Wah Group of Hospitals, the Hong Kong Society for the Aged, our affiliated
associations, and friendly opera troupes. Together, we aim to launch diverse initiatives that allow both local residents

and overseas visitors to experience the beauty of Cantonese Opera.

Looking ahead, the 40th Board of Directors of the Association will continue to follow in the footsteps of our
esteemed predecessors. With nearly a thousand members, we are committed to the principles of unity, heritage, and
advancement—uniting our members and the industry, preserving the artistry and ethics of Cantonese Opera, and

fostering public appreciation and recognition of this cultural treasure.

We firmly believe:

Cantonese Opera is a refined performing art with a long and evolving tradition,
rich in humanistic and moral depth. The Chinese Artists Association of Hong
Kong (BarwoHK) will continue to champion this art form, ensuring it remains a
source of pride for Hong Kong and a cultural gem recognized and respected
around the world.

Loong Koon Tin, BBS, MH

Chairman, 40th Board of Directors

The Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong
July, 2025
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Introduction to BarwoHK
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The Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong, commonly known as 75 # J\ fll & 8 (BarwoHK),
traces its roots to the Guangxu reign of the Qing Dynasty, when it was founded in the Huangsha
district of Guangzhou more than 130 years ago. At that time, it was the largest and most
influential traditional guild organization for Cantonese Opera.

The Association was officially registered in Hong Kong in 1953 with a mission to serve industry
professionals and to preserve and promote the art of Cantonese Opera. Over the years, BarwoHK
has launched a variety of community-focused initiatives, including a western medicine clinic, a
hostel for the elderly and a primary school. It has also actively supported charitable causes through
fundraising performances and direct aid, providing relief to disaster-affected communities in
Taiwan and Southeast Asia, as well as assisting Sichuan’s earthquake recovery. In 2009, the
Association was formally registered as a charitable organization.
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Thanks to the dedication of its board, members, and supporters across the industry and broader
community, BarwoHK has in recent years intensified its efforts in the conservation, inheritance and
promotion of traditional Cantonese Opera. In 1980, it established the Cantonese Opera Academy
of Hong Kong, which is now a grant recipient of the Hong Kong Arts Development Council, to
offer regular training in performance, musical accompaniment and percussion for youth. The
Academy also collaborates with a wide range of institutions to host educational and outreach
programs that bring Cantonese Opera into schools and the community.

In the area of Cantonese Opera preservation and research, the Verbal Transmission History
Series has been launched to systematically document the invaluable experiences of veteran
practitioners, and contributions have been made to the compilation of the Hong Kong Opera
Yearbook. Since 2012, BarwoHK has served as the venue partner for the Yau Ma Tei Theatre
under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department. With support from the Cantonese Opera
Development Fund, BarwoHK has been strengthening the Cantonese Opera inheritance system
through the Cantonese Opera Young Talent Showcase program, aiming to pass down the art form
by nurturing both onstage and backstage professionals. To date, more than 170 young performers
have taken part in the program.

BarwoHK has long been led by many of the most celebrated Cantonese Opera artists, such as Sun
Ma Sze Tsang, Kwan Tak-hing, Ho Fei-fan, Mak Bing-wing, Leung Sing-poh, Kwan Hoi-shan,
Chan Kim-sing and Liza Wang Ming-chuen. Among its directors were also two notable troupe
administrators, Wong Yin and Ma Kwok-chiu. Currently, BarwoHK has around 1,000 members,
and the 40th Board of Directors is chaired by Loong Koon-tin. All past and present chairpersons
and board members have served with passion and commitment to both the profession and the
community.

More than 70 years since its founding, BarwoHK continues to stand as a pillar of the city’s
cultural life. In 2009, Cantonese Opera was inscribed on UNESCO’s Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, affirming its global significance and deep historical,
cultural and artistic value. With renewed determination, the Association remains devoted to uniting
the industry and advancing the legacy of Cantonese Opera for future generations.
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Join Hands to Sustain the Art of Cantonese Opera

1H K & i

Donation Form

i\ R BRSNS R o SUEHEERBOR T ~ MURBHERE TR - 3 [ VAR 2 e ] b (BB 75
W REN] o 55 SRS L e L ABLOAG »  VL ) tv  B ACRD

The Hong Kong Chinese Artists Association is dedicated to preserving Cantonese Opera, we safeguard
artists' welfare while promoting this cultural heritage. Through our Opera Academy and "Young Talent
Performance Series," we nurture new artists and audiences, ensuring vibrant community transmission.

s SCRFERMT IR, > AR\ G B > R B B ER P —H -
If you support our vision, please consider making a donation to us. Your contribution will be a vital step
in helping us realize the cultural continuity of this treasured art form. (Enquiry Tel: 2384 2929)

2 4% Donation amount
oHK$200,000 oHK$100,000 oHK$50,000 oHK$20,000 oHK$10,000
oHK$5,000 oHK$1,000 oHK$500 oOtherHittHK$

Donor particulars ik N & ¥}
Name of Individual or Organisation:

(Mr/Ms/Mrs/Dr/Prof)
EEE PN 1 T4 el /8 /RN P 1 83%)

Name of Contact person:

B AEY (B Bl ]

Address Hzhk :

Tel &3 : Email FE#
Signature%i 4 : Date HJY :
{35 % Donation Methods

0 X% By Cheque

RS T & \RIE 873K The Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong

Payable to The Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong

Al SE SR B AS € ik 7 LRI BOE 493 5% B R 4 HEAE

Mail the cheque to our office: Unit A., 4/F, Prospect Bldg, 493 Nathan Road, Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon, HK

o $7EIE Bank Transfer

7 MBank Name: fi%k§ifTHang Seng Bank ( 024 )

I F 4 K8 Account Name: 7 i\l fiff The Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong
&Pk Account Number : 284-015831-003

*ifiWhatsappfehiZ IR AL 367148072

*Please send the transaction record via WhatsApp to: +852 6714 8072

o B & B3B335 3 Donations accepted at our office

L E DT AV MR £ F T 2 70TV G
A tax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above*
R REPEE: ot 0 BhERE o

* Receipt Options: o Yes, please issue receipt to: o No receipt required

WA > WEIE Enquiry Tel : 2384 2929

71

Annw mmmx S

\§



SEX B T IT A
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“Wah Kong Junior” Order Form

P8 T 35 43 ML KRB B > i 485 PR i 2 T LK BRI > A B S R IR LT A 2T 2 0 SR BOR IR DA
AR 0 AR EE B o BRI PR o BB T ek ) BRI e RSERIBEA = HEDE - T A
S RESEN A - WUREEAT o M HERERMES > EERIRMZ 85 o ADLICiRR R
B i \HIG BEERAETDAERDE i 8 o A SHER TS N 2 o W 2 I ERE R At A
RO G o

According to legend, the Jade Emperor was disturbed by a performance in the mortal realm, prompting the Fire God,
Wah Kong, to descend and set fire to the theatre. However, captivated by the remarkable show, Wah Kong couldn't bring
himself to act. Instead, he taught the troupe to use yellow smoke to confuse the Jade Emperor, allowing everyone to
escape disaster. In gratitude, the Cantonese Opera troupe honored him with titles like "Sin-si" (5 fifi, the honorific title
means “grand master”). Wah Kong Sin-si is depicted with three eyes and holding a triangular gold ingot, symbolizing his
ability to discern good from evil and reveal virtue. He protects the benevolent, and his three eyes represent wisdom,
earning him great respect in the Cantonese Opera community.

The spirit of Wah Kong Sin-si remains timeless. With sincere dedication, BarwoHK has created the “Wah Kong Junior”
figurine. We hope this vibrant tribute will introduce more people to “Sin-si” and the benevolence, wisdom, and courage
he embodies.

Ordering Methods

1) Whatsapp i1 ii§/WhatsApp Order
o Fiki/Tel: +852 6714 8072
o FHHELZTTIE N E ¥} / Please provide order details as below

2) #iGiTHE/Phone Order
o & ifi/Tel: +852 2384 2929 (f7Bi#/Administration Office)

3) Bl J\FI#/N % /Visit our office

o ik @ JUBE IR EOEA9 35 I K 4 AR

Office Address: Unit A, 4/F, Prospect Building 493 Nathan Road, Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon
o WHRIGR  B—F A (RFIRETFLN > TF2E T4 5K3047)

Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am-1:00pm, 2:00pm-5:30pm

: ¥} Order Details

© Name of Individual or Organisation:

(Mr/Ms/Mrs/Dr/Prof)
HE INET: 2T (/L L/ RN W [ 8%)
© Address:
Wets i ht:
°© Tel &Hfk: © Email EH:
o WAE 5 A Tht R S H / AR CRREME /2288 ) _LMIRE™) YR
Delivery: Pickup at Yau Ma Tei Office / SF Express (Smart Locker*/ Station*/ Door-to-Door Delivery*)

*cash on delivery

72



HESKEBRE399/E
P iXfERIR IR = —(E
#IB0E K

27 X Payment

1) 3%/ By cheque
o HHAN S &\ MIE A 5 The Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong
Payable to The Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong
O G SRR RIA & ik A B LRI ZOE 49 35% I R 4T AR
Mail the cheque to our office: Unit A., 4/F, Prospect Bldg, 493 Nathan Road, Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon, HK

2) ST EME/ Bank transfer
°o #lfi4#EBank Name: fH’E${7Hang Seng Bank ( 024 )
° Ik Fi 4 RBAccount Name: i)\l The Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong
° Ik PRI Account Number : 284-015831-003
° GiiWhatsappf8iZEHRRL## 267148072
Please send the transaction record via WhatsApp to: +852 6714 8072

2 VTl .
3) ﬁmf\ﬂ]ﬁﬁi\ :|:/ Visit our office o A E AR GRR L - i

o Bl&#f Cash Payment o AR © Rk
A LSS T SRR 5
o EBROLSUREE 22 AR AREYT © O LB SRR
WA 2530 > WEHSE Enquiry Tel : 2384 2929 o AR AT RS LR » (3% « RPASSHGER » BIERBIS » JAe i
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Executive Staff and Contacts
The Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong

Ay BEOR
Chief Executive Angus Chan
1 i The Team of Administration & Communication
TYBREE FRRCF aFat W
Administration Secretary Judy Kwok Accountant Betty Cheng
SUEBL BlisibY BB WA

Project Assistant Alison Chan

weathl CPii R sdahh) S5

Designer (Graphic and Souvenir) Yoyo Ng

Administrative Assistant Jamie Zeng

HOE P (R

Office Helper Lu Xu Muoi

The Team of VPS and Productions
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Program Manager Kenji Lin
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Senior Project Officer Yvonne Cheung
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Project Officer Yan Kwong
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Project Assistant Kali Lam
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Accountant Sylvia Leung
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Senior Project Officer Dorothy Yip

HiH AT kg
Project Officer Wing Cheung

W H BBl et

Project Assistant Angel Lau

F%¥ The Team of the Cantonese Opera Academy of Hong Kong
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Senior Administrative Officer Rocky Chan
EiF | EREROETN

Program Officer Yana Ho
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Curriculum Officer Lui Hung Kwong

SUEBL A
Project Assistant Sandy Wu

Hbhik : FHHESURE IR B 493 R K 4T A S
Address: Blk A, 4/F, Prospect Bldg., 493 Nathan Road, Yaumatei, KIn, HongKong

w6 Tel: 2384 2929
¥ Fax: 2770 7956

#HH Email: enquiry@hkbarwo.com
#94uk Website: https://hkbarwo.com
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